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Human Strategy for the 
Ionian Nebula Option

When playing with the Ionian Nebula option, a human 
player will want to consider carefully how he acquires and 
uses trauma tokens, particularly in relation to Ally Cards 
and Crossroads Cards. In general, a human player will want 
to avoid acquiring trauma tokens due to the risk of drawing 
a token with the disaster symbol, which would result in 
the character’s execution. Additionally, the more tokens 
with an antagonistic symbol that a human player has, the 
greater the risk of the player being eliminated during the 
Crossroads phase.

Human Strategy: Allies and Trauma Tokens

After a human player encounters an Ally Card, he draws 
a new Ally Card and places one of his trauma tokens on 
that card. When choosing whether to place a token with 
a benevolent symbol or one with an antagonistic symbol, 
the player should consider the results described on the 
card. If he chooses a token with a benevolent symbol, 
encountering that ally will trigger the benevolent result, 
which typically benefits human players.

However, placing tokens on allies is the main method 
used by human players for getting rid of trauma tokens. 
A self-interested human player will want to get rid of 
his antagonistic tokens to avoid being eliminated while 
resolving “The Trial/Boxing the Line.” The player must 
decide if the help an Ally Card can provide outweighs the 
risk of being eliminated.

Cylon players can place trauma tokens on Ally Cards 
in certain situations, such as after a location with ally 
tokens has been damaged or removed from play. While 
it is possible that a Cylon player may be trying to hurt the 
humans with antagonistic trauma tokens, it is also possible 
that he is getting rid of his benevolent tokens to avoid being 
eliminated while resolving “The Trial/Boxing the Line.”

Human Strategy: Crossroads 
and Trauma Tokens

Playing and resolving Crossroads Cards is the last chance 
to affect trauma tokens before resolving “The Trial/Boxing 
the Line.” Players will want to consider which result listed 
on their Crossroads Card they would prefer to take effect, 
but also which of their tokens they want to get rid of before 
resolving “The Trial/Boxing the Line.”

Cylon Strategy for the 
Ionian Nebula Option

When playing with the Ionian Nebula option, a Cylon 
player, like a human player, will want to consider carefully 
how he acquires and uses trauma tokens, particularly in 
relation to Ally Cards and Crossroads Cards. Like human 
players, a Cylon player will want to avoid acquiring trauma 
tokens due to the risk of drawing a token with the disaster 
symbol, which would cause the Cylon player to draw two 
more trauma tokens. Unlike with humans, however, the 
more trauma tokens with a benevolent symbol that a 
Cylon player has, the greater the risk of the player being 
eliminated during the Crossroads phase.

Cylon Strategy: Allies and Trauma Tokens

Cylon players can place trauma tokens on Ally Cards in 
certain situations, such as after a location with ally tokens 
has been damaged or removed from play. When deciding 
whether to place a trauma token with a benevolent 
symbol or one with an antagonistic symbol, the player 
should consider the results described on the card. If the 
Cylon player chooses a token with an antagonistic symbol, 
encountering that Ally Card will trigger the antagonistic 
result, which typically harms human players.

However, replacing tokens on allies is the main method 
used by Cylon players to get rid of trauma tokens. A self-
interested Cylon player will want to get rid of his benevolent 
tokens to avoid being eliminated while resolving “The Trial/
Boxing the Line.” The player must decide if the harm an Ally 
Card can do to the Cylon cause is worth the player’s risking 
being eliminated.

Cylon Strategy: Crossroads 
and Trauma Tokens

Playing and resolving Crossroads Cards is the last chance 
to affect trauma tokens before resolving “The Trial/Boxing 
the Line.” Players will want to consider which result listed 
on their Crossroads Card they would prefer to take effect, 
but also which of their tokens they want to get rid of before 
resolving “The Trial/Boxing the Line.”


